About the Manchester Older People’s Network

The Manchester Older People’s Network was developed as a way for older people to get involved in the planning, development and delivery of public services in Manchester. We aim to harness the skills, experiences and abilities of older people, not just to improve the delivery of public services, but all services that have an impact on quality (and quantity) of life for older people in Manchester.

The Network is a partnership between older people (55yrs+) and voluntary and community groups who provide services or support to older people and their carers.

The Network was launched in 2001 in order to ensure the genuine involvement of older people and the voluntary sector in the implementation of the NHS National Service Framework for Older People. In the same year, MACC also took on the role of linking into the work of the Local Strategic Partnership, now known as “The Manchester Partnership”.

Though we began by working locally, the Network has now developed effective working relationships with regional and national organisations which, like ourselves, speak out on all issues affecting the lives of older people. The network is a member of the Better Government for Older People partnership.

In 2003, changes were made to the structure of the Network to ensure that the views of older people were heard directly. This was in recognition of the fact that the agendas of voluntary and community groups are not necessarily the same as those of older people themselves. Our strength in the Network lies in working in partnership with the voluntary and community sector, mainly as a focus for highlighting good practice in the delivery of services (eg. advocacy, support for carers, preventative services) and the sharing of information.

We hope that these changes will ensure that older people themselves identify the support needed from the voluntary and community sector, to enable them to influence policy and planning - and not the other way round!

On a practical level, one of the main ways in which the Network works is by holding public meetings which are about listening and answering back. This has enabled older people to set the agenda and define the questions they want answered by local government and independent organisations. To find out more about these events, look in the Reports and Dates for Your Diary sections of the website.

The Older People's Network is part of the Community Network for Manchester. To find out more about the Community Network visit www.cn4m.net 
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