Mental Capacity Act (MCA) and the Independent Mental Capacity Act Advocacy Service (IMCA)

The Mental Capacity Act will be implemented on April 1 and was designed to improve and clarify the decision-making process for adults unable to make decisions for themselves.

The Act is designed to help and support people who ‘do not have the capacity’ to make decisions about their treatment and care, both where they lose capacity at a particular point in their lives, for example as a result of dementia or a brain injury, or where they have not had capacity since birth. 

The Act will also enable people to plan ahead and record their wishes and feelings about treatment and care, in case they cannot make a decision in the future.

Finally, it also provides for new independent mental capacity advocates (IMCA) to represent and provide support to people in relation to decisions about treatment and care. The Local Authority has lead responsibility to commission the IMCA service. In Manchester, this service will be provided by Rethink.

The Manchester Mental Health and Social Care Trust, has organised an Effectiveness Day on the Mental Capacity Act, to promote awareness and understanding amongst their staff. They have changed the venue to enable other interested agencies to attend, including people from the Voluntary and Community Sector.

The Effectiveness Day is Friday 26 January from 9am until 3.45pm.

It will be held at the Post Graduate Centre at the Manchester Royal Infirmary.

The event is free but places are limited.

If you would like to attend contact the organisers at Chorlton House by ringing:

0161 882 1106 or email effectiveness.team@nhs.net
