“Asset-based approaches”, a sample of the literature

There have been a flurry of reports published during the past year which support the broad idea of the “big society”, put forward by David Cameron as part of the Conservative party manifesto.

These ideas have also been discussed by a group of practitioners with an interest in improving mental health and wellbeing in North Manchester. The group have organised an event on the 9th July 2010 where these ideas will be explored with local practitioners from a range of community groups and statutory services. The group hope to establish a local network that will start to put these ideas in practice.

A separate but linked set of discussions have also been going on between members of CN4M. Check out the CN4M website for further details: http://www.cn4m.net/node/3524
Click on the links below to access four related reports on “asset based approaches”; a report on the evidence base for the 5 ways to mental health and wellbeing and; a report which considers the particular role of community groups. 
Glass Half Full 
How an asset approach can improve community health & well being 

Improvement & Development Agency IDeA (2010)
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/18410498
The Challenge of Co-production 
How equal partnerships between professionals and the public are crucial to improving public services 

David Boyle and Michael Harris (NESTA 2009)

http://www.nesta.org.uk/library/documents/Co-production-report.pdf
Public Services Inside Out 
Putting co-production into practice

David Boyle, Julie Slay & Lucie Stephens
http://www.nesta.org.uk/library/documents/public-services-inside-out.pdf
5 Ways to Wellbeing 

A report on the evidence base for improving people’s wellbeing prepared for the Foresight Project by Jody Aked, Nic Marks, Corrina Cordon & Sam Thompson. New Economics Foundation (nef)

http://neweconomics.org/sites/neweconomics.org/files/Five_Ways_to_Well-being_Evidence_1.pdf
Unseen Unequal Untapped Unleashed

The potential for community action at the Grass Roots
(Community Sector Coalition)
At a time of massive cuts ‘community resilience’ is what will determine how well local people will survive. When there is no public sector money, when business retreats, all that is left is the collective action of ordinary people. The Coalition believes the scale of community action is not really recognised and understood. Community groups are often overlooked and ignored by government third sector policy.

http://www.e-c-a.ac.uk/media/uploaded_files/CSC_policy_paper_Unleashing_the_Potential.pdf
The New Wealth of Time

How timebanking helps people build better public services. nef (2008)

http://www.timebanking.org/documents/Publications/New_Wealth_of_Time.pdf
To find out more about asset based approaches contact John Butler Development worker Mental Health at Manchester Alliance for Community Care john@macc.org.uk






