About the Voluntary Sector Mental Health Forum

The Voluntary Sector Mental Health Forum (VSMHF) brings together up to 70 voluntary sector mental health organisations based in Manchester. 

The Forum meets every six weeks to plan its activities; share information; develop relationships and gain peer support. Occasionally, there are also smaller time-limited working groups looking at specific issues. The Forum also holds an annual public event. Regular information bulletins are sent to members by email and post.

Membership is open to voluntary sector service providers and also user and carer groups and. MACC co-ordinates and supports the Forum with a dedicated development worker funded by the Manchester Mental Health Joint Commissioning Executive.

The Forum’s main aims and objectives are to

· Promote a person-centered approach to the delivery of mental health services

· Promote joint working and learning amongst its members and with other agencies and networks

· Develop an evidence base for Voluntary Sector approaches to mental health service provision

· Ensure that the voluntary and community sector can play a full role in shaping and supporting a vision for mental health in Manchester

· Provide a focus for the promotion of good practice, responding to consultations and the sharing and dissemination of information

The VSMHF has developed operational and strategic links with:

· The Mental Health Joint Commissioning Team

· The Manchester Mental Health & Social Care Trust

· The three Manchester NHS Primary Care Trusts (in particular, their Primary Care Mental Health Teams)

· Manchester Joint Health Unit

· Manchester Race and Health Forum

· Local Implementation Team (LIT). The LIT has responsibility for overseeing implementation of the Mental Health National Service Framework (NSF).

The Voluntary Sector Mental Health Forum is part of the Community Network for Manchester (CN4M). Through CN4M we have links into the Health Inequalities Partnership and wider structures of Manchester's Local Strategic Partnership. To find out more about the Community Network visit www.cn4m.net 
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