Health Inequalities Pool

Partnership

· No news – the July Partnership meeting has been cancelled pending a review of the way the Partnership works.

· The first review meeting has now been set for the end of July. I’ve been asked to participate on behalf of CN4M. I’ve circulated some proposed comments to Pool members:
· The Partnership needs a clearer subgroup structure to know where work is going on to follow up the specific issues set out in the Strategic Health Plan. The Food Futures Strategy is a good model. 

· It seems more useful to think of the Partnership as a network with a steering group which oversees and co-ordinates a range of work.

· The Partnership has a very useful role in developing co-ordinated responses to national, regional and local policy.
· The Partnership agenda needs to maintain a balance between technical / operational papers and developing a strategic vision around health inequalities. We seldom have opportunity for discussion of the ethnic or geographic dimensions to inequalities and almost nothing on issues such as learning disability.
· Until the Partnership sorts itself out and moves back towards driving actions around issues, it's difficult to engage people from the voluntary sector in the work because it’s difficult to show the impact.

· We’ve requested an item be put on the agenda about some voluntary sector research recently carried out about the mental health needs of refugees and asylum seekers.

NRF investment

· This has been difficult because the well-publicised financial situation in the NHS have meant an increased pressure to keep supporting projects being delivered by NHS organisations while also reducing the matched-funding investment the local NHS makes to this group. What has eventually happened is that most of the existing projects are continuing but some refocusing of their outcomes so that they are much clearer about contributing to prevention. However, there are concerns about the process of prioritisation which took place and this needs to be looked at again.
Food Futures

· This continues to be the strongest element of our engagement: we are contributing to the board overseeing the work and are supporting the small grants process. We’ve also developed an online resource pack around food issues which is at: www.macc.org.uk/food
Mike Wild

