Flouridation in Greater Manchester

An information update: October 2006

Manchester Health Watchdog has been gathering experiences, comments and views on NHS dental services in Manchester and as part of the information collected, many people have expressed a view on whether Manchester should have fluoride added to the water.

This information sheet has been produced by Manchester Health Watchdog to update the general public on the current progress of Fluoridation in Greater Manchester.

Guy Harkin from the Association of Greater Manchester Primary Care Trusts has been kind enough to provide the information needed. If you have any general questions on fluoridation you can contact Guy Harkin on 01942 481710 or by email on guy.harkin@alwpct.nhs.uk

Since the 2003 Water Act was passed – which sets out how the health service can take steps to have the water supplied to its population fluoridated there has been considerable debate.

The Act ensures that if the health service bodies want to consider Fluoridation there must be a full public consultation carried out by the Strategic Health Authority.

Greater Manchester Strategic Health Authority (GMSHA) considered a paper in July 2005 on water fluoridation and agreed to “note the progress to date and the projected future timescale and to urge its successor body to facilitate the process leading to a decision on water fluoridations an early part of its work programme”.

As of the 1st July 2006 GMSHA was abolished and the North West Strategic Health Authority (NWSHA) came into place with Mike Farrar as Chief Executive.

The agenda item on “fluoridation” received considerable media attention and it is perhaps timely to set out clearly and in some detail the position of the Primary Care Trusts and North West Strategic Health Authority on the issue of water fluoridation.

I. The population in Greater Manchester has the highest levels of tooth decay in the country. North West Strategic Health Authority (NWSHA) and Primary Care Trusts are committed to improving the oral health of residents and reducing the unacceptable inequalities in oral health that exist in our society. We therefore have a duty to look at the potential of water fluoridation to help improve this situation.

II. No decision has been made as to whether or not it would be appropriate to fluoridate the water supply in all or any part of Greater Manchester.

III. The NWSHA and PCTs have, acting under the provisions of the 2003 Water Act, been undertaking enabling work which will facilitate the making of a fully informed and considered decision at the appropriate time.

IV. This work has had two major components; the mapping of water supplies and geographical data on oral health, and the commissioning of cost estimates for the installation and running of fluoridation plants from United Utilities.

V. The first piece of work is now completed. Detailed data has been obtained which enables the PCTs and NWSHA to plot all the sources of drinking water against the dental health statistics and population densities served by the individual sources of water supply.

VI. The second piece of work is under way. It is anticipated that by the end of this year (2006) United Utilities will be in a position to supply detailed costings for the capital and revenue requirements for all the water plants which supply the population of Greater Manchester.

VII. When the figures are available a third piece of work will need to be undertaken before a sensible decision can be made as to whether it is appropriate to ask the NWSHA to proceed to a formal consultation under the 2003 Water Act. This is a cost/benefit analysis which will compared the cost of any possible scheme(s) with the benefits to dental health which are projected to flow from such a scheme or schemes.

VIII. Only when the results of this work are known, which is likely to be January/February 2007 can the Primary Care Trusts sensibly make a decision, and importantly, that will NOT be a decision to fluoridate the water supply or not but a decision on whether or not to ask the North West Strategic Health Authority to proceed to undertake a formal consultation under the Act.

IX. If such a request or requests are made the North West Strategic Health Authority will conduct a consultation, the conduct of which will be closely prescribed by the Regulations issued by the Department of Health under the 2003 Act. 

X. Only at the end of this process, which if it goes ahead is likely to be concluded by August of 2007, will the North West Strategic Health Authority be in a position to decide “whether the health arguments in favour outweigh all the other arguments against” in line with regulations pertaining to Section 58 of the 2003 Water Act.

XI. It follows from all the above that it is highly premature to infer that the North West Strategic Health Authority or Primary Care Trusts have made any substantive decision on the issue of water fluoridation.

XII. No final decision can be made by Primary Care Trusts in advance of a cost/benefit evaluation which will not be available until early in 2007 and no substantive decision can be made without a formal consultation which cannot, even if requested, be concluded before the end of August 2007.

How to have your say

Write to:

Manchester Health Watchdog,

FREEPOST 14073, 2nd Floor, Gaddum House, 

6 Great Jackson Street, Manchester, M15 4AX

Email: 

val@blackhealthagency.org.uk
Call our Health Issues Hotline 
0845 601 8047 

All calls are charged at a local rate - leave your comments and views or leave a contact number and you will be called back.
